The

Heritage herald
SUMMER 2010 Newsletter of the Eureka Heritage Society
Est. 1973 Eureka, California
In this issue . . .

HOME TOUR First Sunday in October

President’s Message….......2
Windows Matter ……….......2
Woman’s Club Windows.....3
Summer Event……...….. 4–5
COMMENTS
by the Inspector Guy..... 6
Carson Carriage Moved…...6
Membership Info…………...7
2010 Home Tour…………...8

Romano Gabriel Garden
Doors open
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Arts Alive!
Saturday, September 4

Home Tour
12:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 3
Holiday Party
Luncheon @ Ingomar Club
Saturday, December 18

Heritage Action Calendar
All meetings – City Hall – 5th & K
City Council
1st & 3rd Tuesdays – 6:30 p.m.
Historic Preservation Commission
1st Wednesday – 4:00 p.m.
Design Review Committee
2nd & 4th Wednesdays – 3:30 p.m.
Planning Commission
2nd Monday – 5:30 p.m.

T his year’s Home Tour, Sunday, October 3, will present an interesting
variety of homes and some old favorites. Those included on this year’s
tour offer that rare opportunity to visit the interiors of private homes and
significant buildings long admired from the street.

Pictured above, ―Abigail’s Elegant Victorian Mansion‖ at the corner of
14th and C Streets, is one of the homes on this year’s tour. Built in 1888
and originally owned by William C. Clark, the one-and-a-half story
Stick-Eastlake home is a charming bed-and-breakfast owned by Lily and
Doug Vieyra. Private homes include a range of houses in the Queen
Anne style, a recently rehabilitated Italianate cottage, and a 20th century
interpretation of a medieval farmhouse.
While visiting the rectory of St. Bernard Church, built circa 1900 in the
Queen Anne style, those interested may also peek into the church itself
to view the restoration of interior plaster and trusses by Peter Santino,
who will be available that afternoon to answer any questions.
The Eureka Inn, on the National Register of Historic Places, built in 1922
in the Tudor Revival style, is being restored by owner Libo Zhu. Its lobby
and some of the renovated guest rooms will be open to visit. The Home
Tour refreshments will be served on the terrace.
While not officially on the Home Tour, the Annie B. Ryan Field School,
1000 F Street, will be open the day of the tour. Students from the Historic Preservation and Restoration Technology classes at College of the
Redwoods will be showing the public the progress they have made in
rehabilitating the Victorian cottage over the past two semesters.

Board Members

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Executive Committee
President
Janet Warren
Vice President
Charles Petty
Secretary
Ron Kuhnel
Treasurer
Mary Ann McCulloch

Janet Warren

Board of Directors
Kay Bradford
Kay Kaylor
Muriel Dinsmore
Robert Libershal
Jean Gladstone
Lonni Magellan
Mary Glavich
Xandra Manns
Helen Hui
Paul McNally
Peter Santino
The Board meets the third Thursday each
month at 5:30 p.m. at the
Eureka Woman’s Club
1531 J Street

Committees and Chairs
Membership
Jean Gladstone
Preservation
Mary Ann McCulloch
Events
Muriel Dinsmore
Webmaster
Peter Santino
Education
Xandra Manns
Romano Gabriel
Mary Glavich
Historic Plaques
Kay Kaylor
Preservation Awards
Mary Glavich
Green Book
Jean Gladstone
Archival Project
Bob Libershal
Mission
The Eureka Heritage Society
will provide
leadership, education and advocacy
that preserves and enhances
Eureka’s irreplaceable historic
structures and neighborhoods
so as to ensure
a legacy for future generations.
Heritage Herald Staff
Kay Bradford
Kay Kaylor
Janet Warren
444-3314
Contact us with your suggestions
and comments!
Eureka Heritage Society website:
www.eurekaheritage.org
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The EHS Board has had an active summer…....The Summer Event at the
Boy Scout Camp Riggs was fun and informative thanks to a great talk by
Pete Johnston and a tasty box lunch by Hole in the Wall. Thank you to all
who helped make it happen and all of you who participated...….We are
sponsoring a $500 scholarship for a student in the Historic Preservation
and Restoration Technology Program at College of the Redwoods for the
third year…....This issue of ―Architectural Legacy‖ completes our first full
year of publishing this wonderful asset for our community…....We have
donated 50 copies each of Rehab Right and Sustainable Solutions for
Historic Houses to the City of Eureka Planning Department to be made
available to people considering restoring or renovating their period
houses...….The Romano Gabriel Garden will again be open for a great
view during this September Arts Alive!.......The Home Tour is fast approaching and we again need volunteers. If your are interested in working on the Home Tour, please give me a call at 444-3314. We will need
ticket sellers and docents at seven locations in shifts of 2 ½ hours each.
Please call and volunteer — I look forward to hearing from you.

WINDOWS — A MATTER OF CHARACTER
Windows are the most visible,
yet
commonly
underappreciated components of
older and historic homes and
buildings.
While being very beautiful, original historic windows also serve
a great purpose – they impart a
building's inside-outside connection. They provide ventilation and light, and can function
as emergency egress. Above
all, they offer clues to a building's history because they are
integral aspects of architectural
design.
However, despite all of these
attributes, windows are an easy
target and are all too often
blamed for energy loss. Commonly, people jump to replace
their historic windows because
companies promise that their
replacement windows will not
only save them time and

money, but that their products
and services are the "green"
thing to do. In fact, a thriving
industry has grown around the
perceived need to replace
rather than restore.
One reason why it is tempting
for homeowners to replace their
original historic windows is because they can immediately see
a difference when a window is
replaced. And, even though a
project like sealing air leaks will
ultimately save more energy
than replacing windows, there is
relatively low demand for airsealing services. As Tom
Kenny, manager of C&O Conservation, has said, "I provide
something that is invisible."
Excerpt from The National Trust for
Historic Preservation website article
on ―Windows.‖
http://www.preservationnation.org/
issues/weatherization/windows/
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EUREKA WOMAN’S CLUB SUCCESSFUL WINDOW REPLACEMENT
by Jean Gladstone-Clark and Kay Bradford

One of two sashes per original window
casing and close-up of amount of dry
rot and deterioration evident when the
windows were dismantled

The two window frames laid head to head,
rebuilt from reclaimed redwood and ready
for a final sanding – just another step in the
work in progress

Rebuilt frame with salvaged wood sash.
Although pane configuration differs from original
combination, the 3 o/ 3 arrangement echoes the
windows in the main assembly area and is an
appropriate response.

Tom Picknell installing a rebuilt window on the recently restored
east wall

Rebuilt windows in place and ready for final touch up

During its annual building analysis, the entire
structure was found to be in exemplary condition,
having been treasured and maintained meticulously over the years, with one exception: the
rear exterior wall which includes two windows.
Because of the local topography, this east–facing
exterior wall was not easily accessible, and maintenance had been deferred for decades. One
window had been permanently boarded up and
both windows were completely deteriorated beyond repair.

Tom Picknell was retained to replicate suitable
replacement windows with the goal of using as
much of the original material as possible. When
Tom dismantled the window parts, he had to discard all but one piece of the original window casing. Tom and Jean have salvaged architectural
elements for years and in their inventory had two
suitable sashes. The windows were completely
rebuilt, including hood and jamb trim, and all of
the components but the sill were constructed from
reclaimed redwood.

Jean Gladstone-Clark, who serves on the EHS board, is also a member of the Eureka Woman’s Club..
Jean was recently elected the building maintenance chair for the club.
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2010 SUMMER EVENT at CAMP RIGGS JOHNSTON

Lonni Magellan, Janet Warren, Helen Hui, and Melanie Kuhnel
(left to right)

Albert Clark on keyboards and ―Bear‖ on guitar

Over 60 members and guests enjoyed a boxed lunch on a picture–perfect summer day in the lovely meadow at Camp Riggs Johnston.
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Bill and Colleen Hole with his mother, Jeanne Marschner (center)

Looking up through the trees to the top of the railroad
trestle, built to bridge a valley and support a steam
locomotive hauling lumber

Betty Johnston (Mrs. Riggs Johnston)
with her grandchildren,
Kelli and Colton

Pete Johnston, event speaker and son of Riggs Johnston,
with President Janet Warren
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Members and guests were able to view this magnificent heavy
timber railroad trestle, built during the heyday of the Carson
Dolbeer Logging Camp. Our visit was courtesy of the current
owners Humboldt Redwood Company LLC.
The Heritage Herald

CARSON CARRIAGE RETURNS HOME

COMMENTS


INSPECTOR GUY
ROOFING AND RE-ROOFING
Most older home were originally roofed with wood
shingles.
Attic ventilation was not a problem.
Enough air would infiltrate through the roofing.

The Carson carriage, an 1899 Studebaker, must have been a Victorian
version of the sports car — a pin-striped, two-passenger convertible.

Years ago the owners of the Carson family carriage
entrusted its stewardship to the Eureka Heritage Society. In an arrangement with Harvey Harper, the carriage was stored with his collection of vintage cars
under the watchful eye and care of Floyd Myers.
Through the efforts of Chuck Petty and Ron Kuhnel,
the carriage was returned in July to its original home
in the carriage house on the grounds of the Carson
Mansion. Thank you to the Ingomar Club for making
this possible and providing the ―new‖ home for the
carriage. Look forward to viewing the carriage at our
Holiday Party in December!

Most re-roofing done on older homes is asphalt composition shingles applied over the wood shingles.
Most often attic ventilation is not thought about. Without proper air movement the attic temperature will get
too high. This will cause the roofing to fail prematurely. Shingles that curl are signs that an attic is not
properly vented.
The next most common problem I come across is the
application of asphalt shingles over another layer:
wood or ―comp.‖ The new roofing will not lay flat,
causing it to not seal properly from course to course.
Also, the appearance will be wavy or lumpy, instead
of the nice appearance of being flat. In addition, the
manufacturer’s warranty is void if composition shingles are applied over another layer. If the roof fails
after the roofing contractor’s five–year warranty, the
home owner is on their own.
My best advice . . . . . . . .strip off old roofing before
applying that new roof.
Dave Smith, MCI, CNCS, Redwood Coast Inspections, has been
in the inspection business for ten years. Born in Eureka, he has
been a lifetime resident of the area.
If you have a question about an item in your home, submit it to
Dave for comment. Questions for comment can be sent to:
recoinspect@sbcglobal.net

There’s no place like home!
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Chuck Petty, Ron Kuhnel, Janet Warren and Floyd Myers
with the carriage loaded and ready for its latest move.
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Want to be more than a spectator on the sidelines?

Be on the team for the 2010 Home Tour, Sunday October 3
We will need ticket sellers and docents at all locations in shifts of 2 ½ hours each.
Call Janet at 444-3314 to volunteer.
You can participate in our only major fundraising event of the year by contributing a
couple of hours of your time.

2010 Eureka Heritage Society Membership Form
___New or ___Renewing Member (January to January)
__
__
__
__

$20
$30
$10
$15

Individual
Family
Student/Senior
Senior Family

__ $50 Nonprofit Sponsor
__ $75 Private Sponsor
__ $75 Business Sponsor

__ $150 Patron
__ $300 Benefactor
__ $500 Life Member

Additional Contribution of $_____to the Eureka Heritage Society’s Scholarship Fund for an advanced
student in the Historic Preservation & Restoration Technology Program at College of the Redwoods.

Enclosed is my check in the total amount of $______ payable to Eureka Heritage Society.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone _______________ Email Address ________________________________________________

The Eureka Heritage Society needs volunteers. Sign up for any of the following:
Events, including annual Home Tour: docents, host/hostess, serving refreshments
Membership
Education
Publications
Research
Archival Project
Serving on the Board
Romano Gabriel Sculpture Garden landscape care
Articles for The Heritage Herald
Additional comments/suggestions:

Mail to:
Eureka Heritage Society
P.O. Box 1354, Eureka, CA 95502-1354
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2010 Home Tour

Sunday, October 3

12:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Tickets available at the following locations:
Eureka Affordable Frames The Works Plaza Design
Arcata The Garden Gate Rookery Books
McKinleyville Plaza Design
Ferndale Rings Pharmacy
Fortuna Greens Pharmacy

ANNEX∙39 (next to the Historic Eureka Theatre)
$20 Member
$22 Non-member
$ 8 Student / Child 6 & older

Tickets available at all tour sites on Day of the Tour

Refreshments on the terrace at the Eureka Inn

Kuhnel Home – 1885 Italianate cottage
804 M Street
―Abigail’s Elegant Victorian‖ – 1888 Stick-Eastlake
1406 C Street
Parsonage of Church of Christ – 1890s Queen Anne
1634 I Street
Rectory of St. Bernard Church – 1899 Queen Anne
615 H Street
Scott Home – 1903 Queen Anne
1456 C Street
Tix Home – 1903 Queen Anne
2713 A Street
Humble Home – 1956 European Vernacular Revival
1736 Eastwood Drive
Eureka Inn – 1922 Tudor Revival
518 7th Street

