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May Is National 

Preservation Month! 
Attend Windows Workshop 

with Don Moeller, 

The Old House General 

 

Heritage Action Calendar 
 

All meetings – City Hall – 5th & K 
 

City Council 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays – 6:30 p.m. 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
1st Wednesday – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Design Review Committee 

2nd & 4th  Wednesdays – 3:30 p.m. 
 

Planning Commission 
2nd Monday – 5:30 p.m. 

The 

Heritage herald 

2011 — THE YEAR OF THE WINDOW 

Carson Carriage rolls out 

for Rhody Parade 

Saturday, April 30 

Anatomy of a ―6 over 6‖ Double-hung Sash Window 

A window is an opening in the wall of a building designed to allow natural 
light and natural ventilation to enter the building, and sometimes windows 
are arranged for framing a view.  Windows are one of the most significant 

features of a building and contribute to its architectural character. 

A window in a vertically sliding frame is called a sash window:  a single-
hung sash has only one half that moves; in a double-hung sash, both parts 
slide.  To truly be a double-hung window, both sashes must be able to 
slide past each other.  When the top sash is lowered and the bottom sash 
is raised, air is allowed to circulate freely, setting up natural convection 
currents  with warm air rising higher than cooler air. 

A casement window swings open on hinges attached to the upright side of 
the frame.  Awning windows swing outward on hinges attached to the top 
of the frame; hopper windows swing inward on hinges attached to the bot-
tom of the frame.   Large, fixed (nonoperating) areas of glass are com-
monly called picture windows.   A bay window is an exterior projection of a 
bay of a building that also forms an interior recess, providing better light 
and view than would a window flush with the building line. 

http://www.answers.com/topic/bay-architecture


 

Board Members 
 

Executive Committee 
President                        Chuck Petty 
Vice President                  Ron Kuhnel 
Secretary               Kathy Dillon 

Treasurer           Mary Ann McCulloch 
 

Board of Directors 
Muriel Dinsmore, Founding Director 

Kay Bradford            Robert Libershal 
Jean Gladstone            Lonni Magellan 

Mary Glavich                Xandra Manns            

Helen Hui                      Paul McNally 
Kay Kaylor                    Peter Santino 

Janet Warren       

 
The Board meets the first Thursday each 

month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Eureka Woman’s Club 

1531 J Street 
 

Committees and Chairs 
Membership                Jean Gladstone  
Preservation                     Ron Kuhnel 

Events                          Janet Warren 

Webmaster                   Peter Santino  
Education                     Xandra Manns 
Romano Gabriel             Mary Glavich 
Historic Plaques             Bob Libershal 
Green Book                Jean Gladstone 

Archival Project             Bob Libershal 

Volunteers                   Lonni Magellan 
Correspondence          Xandra Manns 

 

Mission 

The Eureka Heritage Society 

will provide 
leadership, education and advocacy 

that preserves and enhances 
Eureka’s irreplaceable historic 
structures and neighborhoods 

so as to ensure  

a legacy for future generations. 
 

Heritage Herald Staff 
Kay Bradford 

Kay Kaylor 
Janet Warren 

444-3314 
 

Contact us with your suggestions 
and comments! 

 
Eureka Heritage Society website: 
www.eurekaheritage.org 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

Chuck Petty 

NEW OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS 

At our annual meeting held Saturday, January 29 at the Avalon Restaurant, our 
new slate of officers and directors were approved. President Chuck Petty, Vice 
President Ron Kuhnel, Secretary Kathy Dillon, and Treasurer Mary Ann 
McCulloch will serve for one year; each term expires in 2012. Directors Jean 
Gladstone-Clark, Helen Hui, Kay Kaylor, and Paul McNally will each serve a 
three-year term, which expires in 2014. 
 

We are delighted to welcome Secretary Kathy Dillon to our Board this year.  A 
native of Chicago, Kathy Dillon has spent most of her life in California, graduating 
from San Francisco State University in 1977.  In 1981, she became a feature 
writer for the Times-Standard, and from 1983 to 2000 was the paper‘s lifestyle 
editor.  Throughout her life in Eureka, she developed a growing appreciation for 
historical architecture.  As a result, Kathy began taking preservation classes at 
College of the Redwoods while starting Restore & Preserve, an award-winning 
magazine about our historical architecture in the T-S from 2002-2009.  She is 
now editor of the Society‘s newest publication, Architectural Legacy. 

“The Year of the Window” 
 

The Eureka Heritage Society has dedicated 2011 to saving historic windows.  
Fixing old windows can actually be cheaper and more energy efficient than re-
placement in the long run. And, greener too!   Are new windows truly ―green‖?  
Replacing historic windows wastes the energy required to extract the raw materi-
als, transport them, make them into a new product, ship the product, and install 
it.  When we keep our existing windows, we avoid all the negative environmental 
impacts associated with the manufacture of new windows. For example, the 
manufacturing of some windows produces toxic by-products. And the new wood 
that manufacturers use today can‘t begin to match the quality of old-growth wood 
in older windows.  Also, new windows only have a life span of 10 to 20 years, 
while old windows made with quality materials can last 120 years or more.  With 
the use of weather stripping and storm windows, historic windows can be just as 
energy efficient as most new windows. 

   

The Eureka Heritage Society‘s board of directors has added a few new positions 
to our existing committees for 2011.  I am excited to have a volunteer coordinator 
to maintain an eager body of members to help with our many projects.  We also 
now have an archival project coordinator to organize our 38 years of memorabilia 
housed in the EHS office in the historic Carson Block building.  Our new corre-
sponding secretary position will be a great addition and keep the EHS current 
answering the many communications we receive about our architectural legacy.  
This year we have also added some areas for focused donations to our member-
ship form.  Besides the existing CR preservation scholarship fund, we have 
added a Carson Carriage Preservation Fund and a General Emergency Preser-
vation Fund for historic properties in immediate need. 

 

The events committee is planning a number of happenings this year in addition 

to our traditional home tour on the first Sunday in October.  We will be spreading 

out the awards we usually present during Preservation Month in May to encom-

pass the whole year, with preservation award presentations every other month 

starting in March.  We will still have an event in May to celebrate preservation 

month and a summer event in July or August, all with themes to coordinate with 

―The Year of the Window‖.    Please join us in celebrating our rich architectural 

heritage by attending our events, volunteering to help with a project or event or 

donating to one of our heritage funds.   



 

 

T 
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      he Eureka Heritage Society 
declared 2011 as ―The Year of the 
Window‖ at its annual meeting on 
January 29. 
 
Through a year-long educational 
campaign, we intend to get the 
word out that our exquisite histori-
cal windows, when properly main-
tained, can be the ―green‖ and fi-
nancially sensible way to go. 
 
The Year of the Window is our re-
sponse to a current crisis in his-
toric preservation that has swept 
the nation. Beautiful, old windows, 
with the potential to work well for 
many more decades, are rapidly 
being replaced with modern win-
dows whose lifespan ranges from 
10 to 20 years. 
 
In response, we will spend this 
year putting the spotlight on his-
torical structures whose original 
windows have been restored as 
well as the local experts who do 
the work. We will also share re-
search on the subject provided by 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. Here are just a few 
crystal clear facts: 
 
• Eureka’s historical windows – 50 years or older – are 
made with enduring old-growth redwood. With proper 
care — caulking, weather stripping, storm windows, 
and insulated shades, blinds or curtains – they will last 
for many more decades. According to preservation 
economist Donovan Rypkema, ―properly repaired his-
toric windows have an R factor nearly indistinguish-
able from new, so-called ‗weatherized‘ win-
dows.‖ (Preservation Magazine, Jan.-Feb. 2008) 
 
• Old windows are the truly “green” alternative. Re-
placement windows that contain vinyl or PVC are toxic 
to produce and create toxic byproducts. And what 
about the sum total of energy the entire process re-
quires? From extracting the raw materials and produc-
tion to transportation and installation, it adds up to a 
heavy environmental bill. 

  
• Vinyl, aluminum, fiberglass and 
composite windows are often 
touted as maintenance-free, yet 
this is simply because they cannot 
be repaired. When any part of the 
window fails, the whole unit must 
be replaced – more fodder for 
landfills. With older windows, their 
numerous, interlocking parts can 
either be repaired or replaced indi-
vidually. 
 
• The National Trust estimates that 
modern replacement windows 
save about $50 a month on heat-
ing and/or cooling bills. However, 
these savings only come after 
spending, on average, $10,000-
$12,000 to install them in a typical 
house. If a house is heated or 
cooled for six months out of the 
year, the savings is $300 annually. 
At that rate it would take 40 years 
to recoup in energy savings the 
amount of money spent on the 
new windows. Again according to 
Rypkema, adding just 3½ inches 
of insulation to your attic can save 
more energy than replacing your 
windows and will likely cost less. 
 
 

Along with these environmental and financial benefits, 
there are undeniable aesthetic qualities inherent in 
historical windows. From an elaborate, multi-paned, 
stained-glass edifice to the simple grace of a one-over
-one double-hung window, these enduring works of art 
are vital components that contribute to the alluring 
character of our irreplaceable historical structures and 
neighborhoods. 
 
 
We encourage all EHS members to learn more by log-
ging onto the National Trust‘s Web site: 
www.savethewindows.org. For many reasons, it‘s 
worth looking into. 

2011 — THE YEAR OF THE WINDOW 
 

by Kathy Dillon 

 

http://www.savethewindows.org/
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President Janet Warren with host 
Avalon owner Beverley Wolfe 

Avalon Restaurant filled to capacity with 
“preservation pride” 

The Eureka Heritage Society met at the Avalon Restaurant to celebrate the legacy of the historic City Hall pro-
claim 2011 ―the Year of the window‖,  and elect our new slate of officers.  The membership voted unanimously to 
name Muriel Dinsmore a Founding Director and permanent member of the Board. 

The partnership of Eureka Main Street and the Eureka 
Heritage Society has been responsible for awarding 32 
bronze plaques in Old Town and downtown;  the “old” 
Eureka City Hall is the latest one to date.  Plans are 

being formulated for a base to be erected on the origi-
nal site at Third and G Streets which will incorporate 

the  cornerstone of the building and this plaque. 

2011 ANNUAL MEETING 

Peter Santino, honored Founding 
Director Muriel Dinsmore, and 

Mary Ann McCulloch 

Charlotte McDonald and Barbara Maxon of 
Eureka Main Street presented the plaque to 

Mayor Frank Jager, who accepted it on behalf 
of the City of Eureka 

Bob Libershal presented the history of the “old” City Hall 
accompanied by historic drawings and photographs with 

PowerPoint guru Ron Kuhnel listening intently. 

Bill Hole, College of the Redwoods 
professor in Historic Preservation & 

Restoration Technology, inaugurated 
“The Year of the Window.” 

Outgoing President Janet Warren and 
Incoming President Chuck Petty 

Don Moeller, The Old House 
General, spoke on the importance 

of historic wood windows. 
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2010 HOLIDAY PARTY 

Our 2010 Holiday Party at the Ingomar Club was attended by a record 138 members and guests.   

Host Ron Kuhnel, Ingomar Manager Paul McNally, 
President Janet Warren, and Host Chuck Petty 

O Tannenbaum! 

Melanie Kuhnel, Chuck Petty, Mary Glavich and Lonni Magellan 
 

The Brass Ensemble of the Scotia Band Pianist Betty Hytken 

Dining Room of the Ingomar Club 
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Dave Smith, MCI, CNCS, Redwood Coast Inspections, has been 
in the inspection business for ten years.  Born in Eureka, he has 
been a lifetime resident of the area. 
 

If you have a question about an item in your home, submit it to 
Dave for comment.  Questions for comment can be sent to: 

 recoinspect@sbcglobal.net 

WINDOWS 

Wood sash windows are important component of our 
historic homes.  Most were made from clear heart, old 
growth redwood, a commodity that is becoming hard 
to acquire.  That is why proper maintenance is so im-
portant. 

Far too often, while doing an inspection, I find glazing 
(putty) that is cracked, loose, or even missing.  Glaz-
ing is the weather seal for the glass to wood connec-
tion.  When glass in not properly sealed, water will 

cause damaged to the wood. 

I recommend to those who have homes with wood 
sash to routinely do a visual inspection of the widow 
glazing, and to perform proper care so as to prolong 
the integrity of the windows. 

COMMENTS 



INSPECTOR GUY 

NEW LEGACY DONATIONS 

With the new year and time to renew your annual mem-
bership,  we want to remind our members of our Schol-
arship Fund for an advanced student in the Historic 
Preservation & Restoration Technology Program at 
College of the Redwoods. 
  
The Eureka Heritage Society has added two new areas 
of focused donations to the membership form:  Carson 
Carriage Maintenance Fund and the Emergency Pres-
ervation Fund. 
 

The Carson Carriage Maintenance Fund was started 
with donations the Society received in memory of Har-
vey Harper.   The funds will be used to keep the car-
riage in good working order.  We hope to use the car-
riage in the Rhododendron Parade this year. 
 

The Emergency Preservation Fund was started with 
funds generously donated by Ursula Lother.  The pur-
pose of this fund is to quickly help when historic houses 
are in need or in danger of deterioration, for example, a 
quick response to the recent fire at the abandoned 
house on E Street.  We would like to build the fund to a 
sufficient amount to be useful in an emergency situa-
tion. 
 

These three funds will be separate line items on the 
monthly Treasurer‘s report. 

JEFFERSON SCHOOL & NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

by Kay Kaylor 

The fate of Jefferson School on B Street has made the 
news the past few years, especially as we begin 2011. I 
follow it seriously, even though I do not live in the neighbor-
hood anymore. 
 

I had moved to C Street in 1997 because I fell for an afford-
able 1883 Italianate cottage. By 2000, with Jefferson visible 
from my house and the regular sights and sounds of chil-
dren, I thought about again working with students. Fortu-
nately, I soon found a position there helping children at all 
grade levels learn English. I walked to work for six years.  
 

A series of events led to my moving away. The frustrations 
of fighting community blight probably played a part. More 
significant was the heartbreaking closure of Jefferson—the 
sad students, the teachers dismantling their classrooms 
after years of decorating them. One teacher had even re-
cently painted a large forest mural with animals to brighten 
the hall. 
 

With its paved playground, Jefferson had its pluses and mi-
nuses. But until it closed, it was a vibrant center with multi-
cultural students and a facility for neighborhood meetings 

and events. Having lived nearby for almost ten years, I felt 
part of a community. Its members, many living in well-
maintained and restored historic homes, include families 
and couples who go to jobs or work at home. My immediate 
neighbors, who have lived there for decades, manage a 
popular store and care for people with disabilities. Others 
are artists and professionals in education and forestry, vol-
unteer on city committees, and plant trees on Eureka‘s 
streets.  
 

Some of these same people currently have devoted hours 
of volunteer time and energy to advocate that Jefferson 
School remains a historic Streamline Moderne building serv-
ing its neighborhood. 
 

One of the most exciting possibilities for part of the property 
is a park. Among the volunteers are dedicated preservation-
ists I feel fortunate to know from working to create the pro-
posed Clark Historic District around our houses. We ―drew‖ 
the district to include houses on all sides of Jefferson 
School. The neighborhood‘s structures embrace almost 
every architectural style dating from about 1870. Let‘s sup-
port keeping this and other communities vital. 

mailto:recoinspect@sbcglobal.net
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2011 Eureka Heritage Society Membership Form 

 
 

 ___New  or  ___Renewing Member (January to January) 

 
 

   __  $20  Individual   __ $50  Nonprofit Sponsor  __ $150  Patron                            
   __  $30  Family    __ $75  Private Sponsor  __ $300  Benefactor               
   __  $10  Student/Senior   __ $75  Business Sponsor  __ $500  Life Member 
   __  $15  Senior Family 

 
Additional Contribution (s) to the Eureka Heritage Society for: 

 

$_______  Scholarship Fund 

$_______  Carson Carriage Maintenance Fund 

$_______  Emergency Preservation Fund 

  

Name____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone ___________________________________________________________________  
 

Email Address ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my check in the total amount of $_________  

payable to Eureka Heritage Society. 

 

The Eureka Heritage Society needs volunteers. 

If you are interested in volunteering, or need further information, contact our 

Volunteer Coordinator, Lonni Magellan at 442-7819 or email at heylonni@yahoo.com 

Events, including annual Home Tour: docents, host/hostess, serving refreshments 

Education 

Publications, including mailing and distribution 

Archival Project and Research 

Serving on the Board 

Romano Gabriel Sculpture Garden landscape care 

 

Additional comments/suggestions:        ___ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mail to: 

Eureka Heritage Society     P.O. Box 1354     Eureka, CA 95502-1354 
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window = wind eye 

2011 RHODEODENDRON PARADE 

DON’T MISS IT! 

The Eureka Heritage Society is hoping to partici-
pate in this year‘s 2011 Rhododendron Parade 
on April 30, the last Saturday in April.  We  are 
investigating using the Carson Carriage in the 
parade either drawn by an appropriate horse or 
carried on a flat bed trailer accompanied by Soci-
ety members in period costume.  If you would 
like to help decorate the carriage and/or float, or 
participate in the parade, please let us know by 
calling and leaving us a message at 445-8775. 

The source of our word window is a vivid meta-
phor. Window comes to us from the Scandina-
vian invaders and settlers of England in the 
early Middle Ages. Although we have no record 
of the exact word they gave us, it was related to 
Old Norse vindauga, "window," a compound 
made up of vindr, "wind," and auga, "eye," re-
flecting the fact that at one time windows con-
tained no glass. The metaphor "wind eye" is of a 
type beloved by Norse and Old English poets 
and is called a kenning; other examples include 
oar-steed for "ship" and whale-road for "sea." 

—Excerpt from answers.com 

DID YOU KNOW? 


