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Presiclent's Corner

One of the Eureka Heritage Society's goals is to advocate for the preservation of his-
toric buildings in Eureka. To that end, we endeavor to remain involved and connect-
ed to events and projects that could affect our wonderful inventory that makes Eureka
unique.

City of Eureka's General Plan 2040 Update
The City of Eureka's staff, council, commissions, and committees are currently hold-
ing a series of meetings on updating the General Plan. This General Plan Update
(GPU) will be the blueprint for the city for the next 25 years. The council will adopt
the plan in 2018, but the work is being done now. Changes to the General Plan will
certainly impact historic structures. I recently attended a land use check-in session
that outlined plans that would change the composition of existing neighborhoods.
Also, as part of the GPU, zoning and parking will be addressed. All of this will have
an effect on every citizen in Eureka. Don't let a few people determine the vision for
Eureka's future. Get involved! City staff has developed a website
http://eureka2040gpu.com/index.htm to assist you in learning about this GPU;
however, I encourage you to attend meetings, as that is where you will learn most
about the project.

Eureka City Schools Project to Demolish the Jay lVillard Gymnasium
With the passing of Measure S in 2014, the Eureka City Schools is, again, proposing
to demolish the Jay Willard Gymnasium and construct a new gymnasium. In 2005,
the gym was determined to be historic by a qualified firm; therefore, the school dis-
trict is following California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and recently solicit-
ed comments on the project through a Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EIR.) The Society submitted comments that will be addressed in the
Draft EIR and, of course, will respond to that document. As part of the Draft EIR,
the school district must provide a range of alternatives to the proposed project.
Again, I urge you to get involved in the process and let your opinions be known.

Volunteer Recognition

It is our pleasure to recognize Steve Lazar for his contributions to the Soci-
ety over the years, among them: opening his Classical Revival home for the
Home Tour, preparing video presentations for our events, working with Bob
Libershal to develop a building research program for the Society, and serving
on the Education Committee. When Steve's not at his job at the County Plan-
ning Department, you can probably find him collecting historic postcards.
Steve has shared his postcards with Society members at various events and
meetings and he has given
some as gifts at our annual

. Holiday Party. We can't
thank Steve enough for shar-
ing his time, knowledge, tal-
ents. love of Eureka and its
architecture, and his post-
cards with the Society! If
you'd like to check out some
of Steve's postcard collection,
visit his website,



Annie B Update by Bill Peer
It is spring time and a greattime to visit the gardens!

The Annie B has several projects coming up this spring
that will make the home of the Society even more special.
First up, and probably the easiest, is the refinishing of the
south door. After it is painted, the glass will be replaced and
the plywood will be gone.

Next we had a dump truck load of dirt delivered. Thank
you to the folks at Wes Green for donating the delivery
charge. The dirt was used to level the south side yard to
make it smoother and greener for future events.

A new garden fence will be installed this month, now that
the rains have slowed.... The fence will be installed on the F
Street side of our home. The city has approved our design,
now comes the fun part-post hole digging!

Thanks to the local Master Gardener Program, our fruit
trees were trimmed in February. Specifically thanks to Tom
Schrader, Deborah Giraud, and Claire Perricelli for
pruning our trees, which will help them grow stronger.

Our Third Annual Yard Sale is scheduled for June 3. This
annual fundraising event helps with Annie B projects and
general maintenance. More details will be made available in
the coming weeks, but please start saving those yard sale
items for this event.

Lastly, we had a lot of rain at the Annie B in the last cou-
ple of months, as we all know. Unfortunately, in our case, the
rain has caused part of our E Street garden wall to collapse,
as you can see in this photograph below.
This wall just doesn't extend along the length of our
property, but it extends down the block. We are going to
have to replace our part of the wall. To help pay for it we
will be seeking
grants, but we are
going to start a spe-
cial fund to help with
this cost. Donations
will be gratefully
accepted at
eurekaheritge.org.

Up c o min g Pres em ation Aw ards
May is Preservation Month and it's time for our annual preservation awards honoring historic buildings in

Eureka. If you have a structure that you'd like to nominate, please contact the Society.
We sincerely appreciate your input!

Board of Directors Changes
Mary Ann McCulloch

Thanks to all of our members who attended the Annual
Meeting at Roy's Club and voted for our new directors and
helped recognize_our outgoing and current directors.
First, I'd like to express my thanks to the currently-seated
directors for all of their hard work on behalf of the Society.
Without them, we couldn't accomplish all of the Society's
goals: education, preservation, events, and - ofcourse -
caring for the Annie B. Ryan!

Thanks to our out-going directors for their servi.ce:,
Helen Hui, Robin Kuhnle, and Xandra Manns, is affreciat-
ed more than I can say! Helen served on the board for three
terms. Her no-nonsense approach and direct manner was an
asset to the board. She always asked the tough questions.
Robin always had fun, creative ideas and, while the Society
couldn't always follow through on those ideas, the board was
very appreciative and - who knows?'- maybe some will come
to fruition in the future. Xandra worked for many years as a
city planner in different Bay Area cities. Her knowledge and

wealth of information was a true asset to the board. Lucky
for us, she still serves on the Society's Education Committee.

Welcome to our new and returning directors: Melanie
Kuhnel, Amy Sullivan, and Janet Warren. Melanie has
served on the board for the past two years and she kindly
agreed to serve another term. Her work career in Sacramen-
to, her past service on the City of Eureka's Historic Preser-
vation, and her tireless work on the Clark District are just a
few of her undertakings that make Melanie an asset to the
board. Amy is a recent transplant to Eureka, where she and
her husband purchased a historic home and placed it on the
Local Register. Amy is an environmental engineer and his-
toric preservation is one of her passions, as is gardening. We
look forward to Amy's contributions to the board. Janet is
returning to the board, although she's never really stopped
working tirelessly on the Society's behalf, such as heading up
the Home Tour, chairing the Education Committee, and be-
ing the editor of the Society's newsletter, to name a few.
We're huppy to have you all on "board!"

Research Workshop April25 at 6:00 PM
At Annie B. Ryan - 1000 F Street

Bob Libershal and Steve Lazar will lead a workshop on how to begin to discover the history of local architecture
residential and/or commercial. The two part series will explore the many different sources available and directions to take.
There will be a second workshop on May 22 for follow up and to ask questions
The workshops are free to Eureka Heritage Society members. For non-members the charge is $10.00 which includes a
2017 Eureka Heritage Society membership.



Pierson's Houses
The Early Years of Contractor Ernest Pierson in Eureka

By Bob Libershal

I first heard of Ernie Pierson 14 years ago when I arrived in Eureka and briefly stayed in a
Pierson-built house at274O Hillside Drive. The tract houses there in Pierson's "Hillside" subdi-
vision, built in the late 1950s, are examples of what are commonly called "Pierson Homes". That
descriptive name refers to both the builder and the architectural style: Ernie Pierson's locally
mass produced and affordable version of mid-century modern Contemporary style houses.

After I relocated to an older historic Eureka neighborhood and began research of my house and
vicinity, I learned that Ernest Pierson had grown up nearby in the house at 1305 F Street. But it
wasn't until last year that an unanticipated research find prompted me to delve into the history
of Pierson's life and early career.

The McWhinney house at 1305 F Street "was the
family home of Ernest Pierson." John McWhinney
built this house about 1875 as the residence for his
wife Elizabeth and family. Their daughter Susan Al-
ice was born there in 1884. She married cigar-
maker George Pierson in 1911; they moved to Fern-
dale where she gave birth to their son Ernest G. in
1912. A few years later this Pierson family -
George, Alice and Ernie 

- Wa.s liying in-Eur.eka; b.tt
1920 they were residing with widow Elizabeth
McWhinney, Ernie's grandmother, at 1305 F Street.
The George Pierson family continued to reside at the
house after Susan Alice inherited itin 1927.

Ernie Pierson lived there with his parents for about
20 years until 1937, after graduating from Eureka
High School in January 1931 and during the earliest
years of his house building qefeer and his marriage.

Ernie's business career began whild 'he was in
school, with a Humboldt Standard newspaper route
that also involved him selling subscriptions. After
graduating high school he worked as a salesman for
a couple of years. An obituary states that he sold
coffee door-to-door, and also that "he founded Crys-
tal Springs Water Co. in Freshwater as a young
man." Attending Humboldt State College for a year,
prenticeship."

he then "began a six-month carpentry ap-

lf we wish to speculate why and how Ernest Pierson became a carpenter and builder, I present
some relevant information to consider. During the 1920s and '30s there was much infill residen-
tial construction in his neighborhood. Two of the builders involved were his neighbors nearby.

McWhinney House 1305 F Street



George Bruno Von Alvensleben (G.B.V.A.) lived directly across 13th Street, and Ronald W. Cameron

lived behind the McWhinney house at the corner of G and 13th Streets. While Ernie Pierson was in

school or during the 1930s he may have been influenced by those neighbors; perhaps learning from

and working for one or both of them. He definitely would have seen their construction work in the vicin-

ity of his no-me. For example, in 1929 when Ernie was 16 years old, G.B.V.A. demolished an old house

south of and next door to ine McWhinney house, and he built two houses on the site. Previously'.ftolll

1g25 to 1927, G.B.V.A. had built three houses wrapped around the northeast corner of F and 13"'

Streets; the mid one as his residence. A Von Alvensleben descendent has stated that "he [G'B.V.A.]
taught irnie pierson carpentry." Though this anecdote is unconfirmed, it is very plausible'

Ernie,s future wife, and future business partner, Louise Grude graduated from Eureka High School in

January 1934. The caPtion for.; ".
her photo in that year's Sequoia':ill'
yearbook identifies Louise as

.

"Ernie's pal."

Records show the first deed
granted and the first building
permit issued to Ernest
Pierson. In September 1934 he
obtained an unimproved 50 ft. x
1 10 ft. residential Parcel in Eu-
reka on I Street and a citY build-
ing permit to erect a house
thereon. Records also state
that "acting as his own general
contractor and builder," Ernest
Pierson began construction on
Sept. 15, 1934 of the dwelling
with attached garage at 1741 |
Street, which he comPleted on
June 11, 1935.
Did he build this house on speculation? Or was it intended as the house to bring a wife home to?

Miss Louise Grude became Mrs. Ernest Pierson "at a quiet wedding ceremony ... in Reno, Nevada" on

Wednesday August 14, 1935. The newspa-
per announcement concludes by stating tfiat
"the bridegroom is now engaged in the
building and contracting business in this city
[Eureka] where the young couple will make
their home." Whatever the intended
purpose of the 1741 | Street house, the
newlyweds sold it in November 1935. They
were investing in their business.
The second house Pierson built was his first
under contract to an owner. This is the
house at2614 H Street that he built for
William Hobler. Construction began mid
January 1936; the dwelling, garage and
sidewalks were completed four months later.

2614 H Street, built inl936 one block past the park. This was the second
home built by Ernest Pierson



Meanwhile, early in 1936 Ernest Pierson obtained another vacant residential parcel, along E Street in
the 1600 block. That October Pierson began erecting a two-story
apartment building with four units at 1612 E street, and a small
house in back (1616 E Street).
When finished in 1937, Ernest and Louise moved into an apart-
ment there in time for the arrival of their first child, son Henry.
The apartment was their family residence until 1940, while Ernie
Pierson continued building the business, mostly with residential
construction for others under contract, or speculative building on
property he acquired.

During the late 1930s, in addition to another small house (1614 E
Street.) built behind the Pierson Apartments, a variety of miscel-
laneous residentialjobs and some work on commercial buildings,1612E Street Photo, about 1948, Humboldt

County Historical Society CollectionPierson built eight more houses in Eureka under contract. He also
obtained two sites for his own development. In 1938 and'39 he
built three houses on lots he had obtained at the corner of Henderson and D Streets, and sold them.
Then in the autumn of 1939, two deeds conveyed to Pierson Twenty contiguous lots along both sides
of O Street in the High SchoolAddition.
ln 1940 ten permits were issued for houses to
along O Street. Capping the first five years ',
of his building and contracting career, in

be built by Ernest Pierson in Eureka, with six of those

April 1940 Ernest Pierson began construc- 1,:;,',
tion of a residence for his family at 2010 O ';1:,i';
Street. He would continue to build upscale.
custom homes there in his O Street
"Eastwood Heijhts" neighborhood as the
years went on. The 2010 O Street house
would be Pierson's home for the rest of his
life.

Thir ir the attrutiv. homc of Mr. and Mra' Emeet Pierron, 2OlO O St'
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2010 O Street in the High School Addition , Eastwood Heights
Humboldt Standard Newspaper, Nov. I , 1941 page 2

Of course, there is much more to the story of prominent local builder, contractor, designer and devel-
oper Ernest Pierson. With an appreciation for his legacy, including those numerous "Pierson Homes"
of the 1950s and '60s, I have limited my focus to an account of his early years and the beginnings of
h is residential construction career.



2017 Eureka Heritage Society Membership Form

_New or _Renewing Member (January to January)

_ $50 Nonprofit Sponsor
_ $75 Private Sponsor
_ $75 Business Sponsor

-$150 Patron
_ $300 Benefactor
_ $500 Life Member

_ $25 Individual

- $35 Family
_ $15 StudenVSenior
_ $25 Senior Family

Name

Address

Phone

a

a

a

a

a

Additional Contribution (s) to the Eureka Heritage Society for:
$_ Annie B. Ryan House Fund

Annie B. Ryan Garden Fund
$- Carcon Carriage Maintenance Fund
$_ Emergency presewation Fund

Enclosed is my check in the total amount of $_
payable to Eureka Heritage Society.

The Eureka Heritage Socretyneeds volunteers.
lf you are interested in volunteeing, or need fufther information, contact us at 707445-g775
Events including annual Home Tour: docents, hosuhostess, serving refreshments
Education

Publications, including mailing and distribution

Archival Project and Research or serving on the Board
Additional

Mail to: Eureka Heritage Society p.O. Box i38f Eureka, CA 95502_1354

Thankyou to Our New and Renewing Members
for 2017 (as of 3/17 ) Please let us know if we have missed you.

Elisa Abelleira
Greg Anderson, Coldwell
Banker Sellers Realty
Terry Baker
Joseph Bonino
Bonnie Burgess
ElleB Coats
Sue Cook
Nova Cramer
Claudia Cranford
MaryDawn Cunningham
Susan A. Dodd
Colleen Durkin
Becky Enberg
Tony & Carole Farlan
Leo and Louise Fredrickson
Mark & Anne Fuller
Jeffrey & Mary Glavich
Roy Grieshaber

Xandra Grube
DonaldGuthrie i ' /
Elizabeth Harper-Lawson
Arlene Hartin
Laura and John Hennings
Doris Hickerson
Patty Holbrook
Bill and Colleen Hole
Kristi Holland
Kathy Holtermann
Chris House
Helen Hui
ZoAnn & Glenn Kinsey
Evan and Janet Kopald
Jill Korte
Mary Louise Lorensen
Ted Loring, PPM
Investments Inc
Mr & Mrs Harry Lowther

Lonni Magellan & Delbert
Hodge
Peter Gonsalves Mark Millikan
Barbara E. Maxon
John & Jackie McBeth
Jon & Suzanne McBride
Mark & Mary Ann McCulloch
Lynn McKenna, 2nd &F
Properties
Paul McNally
Maria Mogensen
Jack E. Moore
Melissa Nicholson
Jeanine Norrish
Chuck & Wendy Petty
Beth Powell
Stanton & Anita Reynolds
Audrey Sandberg
Peter & Shirley Santino

Bruce & Michelle Seivertson
Lynette Sheldrake
LC Shinary
Karen Smith & ChazLord
Carmen T. Smith
Nancy Spruance
Elizabeth G. Thompson
Doris Timm
Chris Ursich
Janet C. Warren
Joan & Michael Watanabe
Chris Watson
Steve & Saundra Werner
Ann White
Belinda Zander
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Amazon
Smile

If you use
Amazbn for

purchases, smile
and choose us as
your non-profit.

We will get a
percentage of the

sales

Heritage Action Galendar

All meetings - Gity Hall-
531 K St Eureka, CA
Second Floor City Council
Chambers

City Council
1st & 3rd Tues. - 6:00 p.m.

Historic Preservation Commission
1st Wed. -  4:00 p.m.

Design Review Committee
2nd & 4th Wed. - 3:30 p.m.

Planning Commission
2nd Mon. -  5:30 p.m.

March 30
Aprll 25
May 13
May 23
May 27

June 3

Calendar of Coming Events
Realtor Meet and Greet, Annie B. Ryan 5:30
Research workshop, Annie B. Ryan House 6:00
Preservation Awards, details TBA
Research workshop part2, Ryan House 6:00
Annie B open to receive donations
for yard sale 10:00- 12:00 or call 445-877 5
Yard Sale atAnnie B. Rvan 8:30-1:00


