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Silent Auction
at the

Holiday Luncheon
Benefit, the Eureka Heritage Society

and its new home, The Annie B. Ryan
House and Gardens
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TWo tickets for NCRT's January's production of
"Oklahoma !" wlllbe given as a door pize

Some of the great items included
in the

Silent Auction

r2 nights stay at Zanone Cottage

rKayak Mad River Slough & Lunch

oAssorted wine baskets

rSouthern Oregon wine sampler

r 1 night stay for 2 at the

Hydrangea Inn Tr i l l ium Suite

r48 qt. lce Chest with Wheels

rFire & Light and Merlot  Wine

rAberdare Wales Mining Lamp

o Peter Santino "Bust of Santino"

Life sized plaster casting

o Peter Santino "The End of Me"

framed photograph, 24" x 20"

oLocal Foods Basket

o Restaurant Gift Certificates



Board Members

Executive Committee
President Mary Ann McCulloch
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Chuck Petty
Peter Santino
Doris Timm

Board of Directors
Mary Glavich Helen Hui
Robin Kuhnle Robert Libershal
Paul McNally Lonni Magellan
Steve Werner Bill Peer
Ray Swedenburg Melanie Kuhnel
Founding Director Muriel Dinsmore

The Board meets the second Monday of
each month at 5:30 p.m. at the

Annie B. Ryan House
1000 F Street, Eureka

Committees and Chairs
Membership Mary Ann McCulloch
Annie B Ryan Bill Peer
Events Mary Glavich
Webmaster Peter Santino
Education Janet Warren
Plaque Program Steve Werner
Fundraising Ron Kuhnel
Archival Project Bob Libershal
Preservation Chuck Petty
Volunteers Lonni Magellan

Mission
The Eureka Heritage Society
will provide leadership,
education and advocacy that
preseryes and enhances
Eureka's irreplaceable historic
structures and neighborhoods
so as to ensure
a legacy for future generations.

Heritage Herald Stafi
Janet Warren
Xandra Manns

Mary Ann McCulloch
Kay Bradford

Contoct us with your suggestJons
ond comments @

707-444-33 I 4
Eureko Heritoge Society website:

www. e u re ka he rita ge. o rg

The Heritage Herald is published
quarterly by

The Eureka Heritage Society
Post Office Box 1354

Eureka, CA 95502-t354
707-445-8775

President's Corner

october 2, 2016, marked our most successful Home Tour ever! Not only did
the weathercooperate, we were able to view some fabulous private homes
(including a beautifully staged Annie B. Ryan!), tour the recenily renovated
carson Block, and help the Eureka woman's blub celebrate its 100th
birthday! l'd like to sincerely thank the homeowners and all of the volunteers
who gave of their time and talents that resulted in a wonderful tour enjoyed by
all! work on next year's tour begins in January. lf you are interested in
helping with the planning of the 2017 lour, pleise contact the society. The
Home Tour is our biggest fund raiser of the year and proceeds benefit
projects of the society, including the continued restoration of the Annie B.
Ryan House and Gardens and our on-going community education efforts.

our Holiday Luncheon is on! After the summer event cancellation, the board
couldn't conceive of a year without an event at the beautiful Carson Mansion.
so our annual lunch at the carson Mansion was reinstated. This year,s lunch
will not only feature a delicious meal, we will also be treated to Humboldt
county's exceptional historian and speaker, Jerry Rohde. As always, Jerry's
presentation is sure to be full of interesting Humboldt history delivered with
his usual charm. we will also have a sileni auction with many wonderful
items, some sure to please as holiday gifts. Two tickets for NcRT's January
production of "Oklahoma!" will be given as a door prize.
we hope you will come and share a bit of the holiday season with us!

LOST!
Ahome tour at@n@ost-aiamily heirloom gotd pin with pearls and

amethysts on the day of the tour. please call tie society l4s-azzs if you
have information

ANNE FULLER

Staffing the docents, hosts, and hostesses for any
of the Eureka Heritage Society Home Tours can
be a bit of a challenge, but when you have to
staff nine locations, including the
multi-storied Carson Block, the task can be quite
overwhelming! Anne Fuller, a volunteer in vari-
ous capacities for past home tours, accepted the

challenge of organizing the tour-day volunteers for this year's tour and did
an outstanding job! As a member of the 2016 Home Tour committee,
Anne not only organized the volunteers, she also served as a home owner
liaison, helped with flowers for each venue, and performed as a venue musi-
cian! Anne did all of this with grace, a smile, and wonderful sense of hu-
mor. The Eureka Heritage Society certainly appreciates her
efforts toward our most successful tour!
(Photo courtesy of the McKinleyville Community Choir)

Volunteer Recognition



Fior D'Italia Hotel

By Lynn Maffia McKenna

February LL,l9l2
was a special day for
the City of Eureka,
the residents and
businesses of the
North of Fourth area
or what we call Old
Town today. It was
the grand opening of
the Fior D'Italia Ho-
tel located at I 10 2nd
Street. This historic
building was built by
my grandfather
Charles (Carlo) Maf-
fia and his brother-in
law and my great
uncle, Agostino
Brambani. between
19II-1912. Today,
the building is
known as the EUreka
Rescue Mission.
When you go in the
front door. notice the
green block letters B
& M Hotel Company
painted on the tiles.
That stands for
Brambani & Maffia
Hotel Company, formed in 1903. Shortly after thdt
they purchased the Italian Swiss Hotel at the corner of
lst & C Streets, now known as Steve & Dave's Bar.
The upstairs is still used as residential living space,
with the downstairs being converted to a bar several
years ago. In 1911 the company purchased a lot on Se-
cond Street between B and C Streets. On August l,
1911 a $7 building permit was issued and construction
of a new four story hotel with all the modern conven-
iences and equipment available at that time, including a
basement, was begun. Total cost of the Fior D'Italia
Hotel was $12,600. The name translates to "The Little
Flower of Italy". Grandma Mary and Great Aunt Rosa

did the cooking with the food served family style. My
dad Rinaldo (Nard) dried dishes and his older brother
Siro (Sag) waited on tables. They got paid25 cents a
week. Italian immigrants arriving in Eureka stayed at
the hotel until they settled in. The North of Fourth area
was a tight knit Italian community that joined together
to help new arrivals from ltaly.

In l9I7 a warehouse and living rooms were added on
3rd Street between B and C Street. This
building now houses the Rescue Mission's
women's shelter. The two buildings are
connected by a covered breezeway. My
godmother, Ida Fanucchi Newell (from
Roy's Club) told me her mother worked at
the hotel as a maid during the Depression
and she and her friend would play in this
breezeway while their mothers cleaned the
rooms. My cousin, Lena Petty told me
when her family came into Eureka from
Holmes Flat they would cross the river, go
to the railroad tracks and flas down the

Photograph from the Humboldt Room County
Library, Eureka Heritage Society Survey Files

train. They
stayed at the hotel. They would ride the Pickwick Mo-
tor Stages (old version of a Greyhound bus) back to the
highway at Holmes and walk a mile to their house. She
was very young and doesn't have many memories of
the hotel.

Over the years, the building changed ownership and
was cited for several code violations. In 1966 a
conditional use permit was granted for the ground floor
to be used as a charitable institution lodging house".

Photograph, Humboldt County Historical Society
Man in the apron is Lynn's grandfather
Charles Maffia
Man second from left is Nard Maffia, her father
Woman closest to balcony is grandmother Mary with Great
Aunt Rosa
Guests ofthe hotel on the balconies/ fire escapes

Continued on page 6



Myrtle Grove Memorial Cemetery

Past, Present, and Future

When Eureka was first settled in the early 1850's,
burials in rural or remote areas normally occurred near
to where the decedent passed or in a family plot on the
farm or ranch. As the town became more populated and
"urban", a suitable "burying ground" was
established in the Bucksport area, near today's
Broadway and McCullens Avenue. Within a few

years, Bucksport became more settled and Fort
Humboldt was established. Development was
encroaching on the Bucksport cemetery and the center
of activity in Eureka, including businesses and offices,
had moved north to the central waterfront area. By
1856, Eureka hid been incorporated and the county seat
moved there. In 1861, civic leaders began to plan for a
new cemetery and formed the Myrtle Grove Cemetery
Association (MGCA). Land which had been logged
and
subsequently overgrown with colorful and fragrant
myrtle trees was selected in "an ideal location far
enough out of the main town so that there would be no
homes built nearby".

And so it was that the land on the Arcata Road (now
Myrtle Avenue) near what is nowWest Avenue was
purchased from Thomas Dean. Sales of plots to
individuals and families and fraternal organizations
commenced together with the removal of tree stumps
and general preparation of the property for a formal
cemetery. Although many of the first grave markers
were carved wooden plaques, substantial improvements
were made by families, including wooden and concrete
curbs, wooden fences, marble and granite headstones,

stone monuments, and eventually six mausoleums (five
still standing). There are burials of many pioneer
families. as well as thousands of other local residents.
Notable among the names are Carson, Vance, Buhne,
Ricks, Van Voorheis, Brown, Brett, McFarland, Hill,
Wilson, Connick, Sevier, Allard, Monroe, Huntington,
Henderson, Kendall, and Mercer. And, most important-
ly, are the burials of more than 190 veterans including
167 Civil War veterans. The Grand Army of the
Republic (GAR) section is notable and has been a focus
for over 150 years. Military burials from Fort Hum-
boldt were relocated to Myrtle Grove in 1894, as well
as a number of earlier burials from Bucksport.

The zenith of the cemetery was from the 1880's though
the 1930's, as reflected by the 1912 funeral march of
over 350 persons from the Episcopal Church at Fourth
and "E" Streets to the
mausoleum of William
Carson; and, the 1883 fu-
neral procession of 47
carriages and 450 people
on foot for Civil War
veteran and Masonic
leader John A. Watson.
In recognition of the pass-
ing of many Civil War
veterans and the end of
World War I. the
cemetery was rededicated
as Myrtle Grove Memori-
al Cemetery in 1925 to
the memory of the GAR
and the American Lesion
by the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR).

As time passed, many of the families of those buried
there aged and themselves passed, or left the area, or
their interest in maintaining the grounds waned. The
absence of extensive and resular maintenance became

Ricks Mausoleum



apparent and there were calls for improvements to be
made'throughout the 1930's and 1940's. The Myrtle
Avenue Improvement Association, led by R.A. Jones,
called for new street lights, the paving of Myrtle
Avenue, other civic projects, and increased
maintenance of the cemetery. Despite the decline in
maintenance and the subsequent overgrowth of many
areas with weeds, shrubs, and berry vines (and
ultimately vandalism), annual Decoration Day or Me-
morial Day activities continued to be held well into the
1980's.

After World War II, a new spirit of civic patriotism
arose with involvement by younger veterans led by
members of the American [,egion. Major cleanup
efforts in 1952 and 1955 led to a renewal of the MGCA
under the leadership of Earle T. Johnson and Karl A.
Borneman. Relatives were contacted, quitclaims to the

in the maintenance and im-
provement of the grounds and
the recognition of a signifi-
cant cultural asset. Volun-
teers,led by Kirby Nunn,
have been researching and
documenting the burials and
the cemetery's history. Addi-
tionally, volunteer efforts, in
cooperation with the City,
have been focused on locating
and unearthing headstones
thathave sunk below ground
level; cleaning headstones,
monuments, and mausoleums;
recognition of the veterans;
and planning and fundraising
for future improvements.

MCGA were received, funds were raised for cleanup There's a Facebook page (Myrtle Grove Memorial
and maintenance, and eventually in 1957, a major Cemetery) for more information. The December 3,
renovation was undertaken. Concrete curbing and 2016, program for the Humboldt County Historical
massive above-ground concrete vaults and covers were Society (at the Humboldt County Library) will feature
removed; headstones were laid flat for ease of the Myrtle Grove story. The future for this unique
maintenance, acres of overgrowth was removed and Eureka heritage site is looking to be promisingly bright.
burned, the entire cemetery was graded, and lawns were The gates on Cousins Street are open everyday of the
planted. The MGCA, in conjunction with the year from 8:30-4:00.
Humboldt County Historical Society, the Society of
Humboldt County Pioneers, and the DAR lobbied the

Milton Phegle

City of Eureka to accept
the renovated cemetery
and to become its perpet-
ual steward. Despite
many setbacks and much
apprehension, the deal
was struck and the
cemetery passed to City
ownership in 1959.
Since then, the cemetery
has been maintained by
the City and has had its
ups-and-downs because
of budgetary, staffing,
and priority issues.
Throughout its 155-year
history, the cemetery has
remained a valuable and
sacred nine-and-one-half
acre urban open space.

Within the past two
years, there has been a
renewed public interest



Fior D'Italia Hotel cont. from page 3

According to Bryan Hall,
Executive Director of the Rescue
Mission, they had 12 beds that
housed the homeless. The
owners chose not to do the
needed repairs and in 1973
George Thode was hired to take
down the 3rd and 4th floors. It
took him 2years to complete the
job working part time.
He salvaged redwood
beams, doors, stair-
ways, banisters and
lots of fir flooring. He
used these items in
the Geometric Dome
house he built for his
family. George Thode
and his wife still live
there and were kind

enough to invite me over to see what he had done with
all that wood.
My dad would mention "Pa's hotel" in some of our con-
versations when I asked about his childhood. However,
he didn't go into great detail. I regret not
having asked him more questions or written down the
information he did give me. Now those stories and
details are gone forever. My dad suffered from dementia
in his later years and was in a care home. My mom and I
took him for rides around Old Town and he always
recognized the hotel and would fondly say "There's Pa's
hotel" as we drove by. In fact, this was the last building
he recognized and called by name before he passed
away. My family still takes pride in this historical
building and the contributions it has made to our com-
munity over its 104 year colorful history. We
continue to be involved with its transformation as the
Eureka Rescue Mission and support their efforts to help
those in need.
A parting suggestion to those of you reading this arti-

cle: ask your elders about their early years, memories
r--- -:--:-----: and l i fe experiences. Be sure to record their stories or
t Ceiline of Geometric dome house | .
luuitt tiitn wood flrom the hotel i tney too wlll be lost rorever'
t - - - -  - - - - - - l

The Home Tour this vear celebrated two

2436F Street, built in 1905, is on the
opposite side of the street from Buhne
Terrace.

2438H Street, built in1939 is across
the street from the park.

2419 F Street, built in 1930 is in
Buhne Tenace.

Carson Park
-the double block between Carson
and Buhne Streets and H and I Street-

In 1932 the William Carson Estate
Company gave this land to The City
of Eureka for use as a park in
memory of the late William Carson.
Park development began as a depres-
sion-era work project in 1935. The
Carson Park lodge building and
pergola were built 1935-1939.

2614 H Street, built in 1936 is one block
past the park. This was the second home
built bv Ernest Pierson.

neighborhoods of Eureka

Buhne Terrace
-the two double blocks between Buhne
and Carson Street and F and H Streets-

Buhne Terrace houses were built from
the mid I92Os to about 1940s in styles
of that e{a. The houses along both sides
of G Street are in the heart of Buhne
Terrace.



2016 Eureka Heritage Society Membership Form

-New or -Renewing Member (January to January)

- $25 Individual -$50 Nonprolitsponsor -$150 Patron_$35Fami|y-$zspr ivateSponsor-$300Benefactor
- 

srs studenvsenior _$75 Businesssponsor -$500 LifeMember

- $20 Senior FamilY
Additionil Contribution (s) to the Eureka Heritage Society for:

Annie B' RYan House Fund

$- Annie B. RYan Garden Fund
Careon Carriage Maintenance Fund

EmergencY Preservation Fund

Enclosed is my check in the total amount of $-
payable to Euleka Heritage Society'

The Eureka Heribge Society needs volunteers'

If you are interested in volunteering, or need further information, contact us at 707-445'

8775

. Events including annual Home Tour: docents, hosvhostess, serving refreshments

r Education

o Publications, including mailing and distdbution

o Archival Project and Research or serving on the Board

Address

Phone

r Additionalcomments/suggestions:

Mail to: Eureka Heritage Society P.O. Box 1354 Eureka, CA 95502'1354

Thank You
to the

Home Tour
Platinum & Diamond

Sponsors

Linda Sundberg
lnsurance

Coldwell Bankers Cutten
Realty

Los! Goast Brewery &
Caf6

Timothy A StoreY Allstate
lnsurance

Miller Farms Nursery

Delta Mattress

Shady Lady

Steve's Septic Service

Humboldt Association of
Realtors

Goast Gentral Gredit
Union

Pure Water Spas &
Saunas

Thank you to Our New and Renewing Members

Elisa Abelleria
George & Christine ChamPion
Renee Chappelle
Ann Dedrick
Eureka Woman's Club
Gloria. Fulton
E. Wayne Hansen
Lynn Harvey & Joel Mielke
JoAnn Howell &LarrY Holsen

Jeff & Sharon Lamoree
Irslie Lollich & Paul Allen
Byrd Lochtie
Laurence & Mary LowrY
Maria Mogensen
Rosemary Murphy
Jeanine M. Nonish
No Coast Indian DeveloPment

Council

Stanton &Anita Reynolds
Amy Sullivan
Debra Vajcner & David

Cowling
Lanette Watkins
Wayne & Mary Wilson
Ann White
Margery Young
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P.O. Box 1354
Eureka, CA 95502-1354
Phone: 707-445-8775
Email: info@eurekaheritage.org
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Annie B Ryan
House and Gardens

Non-Profit
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 80

Eureka, CA 95501

Member Through: 12/31/2016

Eif'f ' ';1*i:*:EAi F';l '1 3
' .  i l l ,  r t t . l i . .  t i . . .  i i . .  l i i l l i . . . . . i .

i i ' l ' ' i l i l l l i l l i l  l i '  l  i  l  i r  i i ' r r l ' r i l  i l '  r i l : i l f i i i l ' r i l f l l ' l i i l  i l l '

Amazon
Smile

If you use
Amazon for

purchases, smile
and choose us as
your non-profit.

We will get a
percentage of the

sale

Heritage Action Calendar

All meetings - City Hall-
531 K St Eureka, CA
Second Floor City Council
Chambers
City Council
1st & 3rd Tues. - 6:00 p.m.

Historic Preservation Commission
1st Wed. -  4:00 p.m.

Design Review Committee
2nd & 4th Wed. - 3:30 p.m.

Planning Commission
2nd Mon. - 5:30 p.m.

Dec. 10

Jan. 28

Calendar of Coming Events

Holiday Luncheon at the
Carson Mansion at ll:00 .ru
Annual Meeting Detals TBA


